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 A Sociological Approach to Self and 
Identity 

(Jan E. Stets and Peter J. Burke, 
Department of Sociology 

      Washington State University) 

 The presentation of self in everyday 

life  

     (Erving Goffman) 
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About the Play: 

Play “Neeli Naiya” is inspired by a story written by Munshi Premchand, “Thakur Ka Kuan”. 
Where drinking water is not available to 'Jokhus' because of the 'Thakuriyat' of the 
'Thakurs'. The play 'Neeli Naiya' continues its theatrical flow keeping the water in center. 
In the present scenario of globalization, water is coming under the possession of Market, 
who is spreading his power in the form of 'Contemporary Mahathakur'. In these incidences, 
Water narrates her own sad story and presents the example of Jokhu and Gangi. The title 
of Neeli Naiya is a symbol of life on earth, where blue earth is chanting her sagas of danger 
which were erupted by wrath of market and power and all kind of discrimination developed 
in the socialization of society by human being, on this earth only. The one who evolve all 
kind of living phenomenon in an equal way and market... 
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Play Construction Process: 
Production based Theater Workshop organized by Bhartendu Natya Acedemy, Lukhnow (Department of 
Sanskrit, Uttar Pradesh Government) is directed by Ajeet Bahadur. Play Neeli Naiya has been produced 
during this workshop. First and foremost, we were working on the theme of 'thirst', 'water' and 'market' 
during the play development process of Neeli Naiya. In this progression, the theme of Thakur ka Kuan 
from the story of Munshi Premchand has proposed to play production team. This has been prove fruitful 
for the content of play development and development team proceed in this direction that water needs 
to have its own story and with this, the contemporary relationship of Jokhu, Gangi, Thakur and Maha-
Thakur (Market) need to be highlighted. 
 
With these contents, Rajkumar's developed acting method/approach 'character expression' is used for 
play production. In this approach, the characteristics adjectives of roles has been taken as 'character' 
itself and their communication as well as social interaction are tried to communicate through the 
expression of body and dialogues by associate actors.  
 
During this play, audience engages with emotional interaction with actors and only actors break this 
emotional interaction while relating audience again with the active theater ambiance/environment. 
Instead of becoming emotion with the discourse of interaction, audience becomes active and starts 
thinking about the content of play. This active audience, analyses the content of play in collaboration as 
a active actor.  
 
In this direction, the suggestion of audience is always welcomed in order to promote active production 
in this approach and process. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VaShU-pqGjA&feature=em-upload_owner
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अप्रलै – जून : 2016  अप्रलै – जून : 2016  

अगस्त – सितंबर -2016  
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